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Fajor R. W. Dillon

Rocket Povered Strateglc Alr-to-Surface Miscile (Gas874)

1. Gerneral Fover has pubmitted two letters dated 2 and 311 September 1959 reaffirming
the requiresent for an airborne bellictic pireto-surface pimsile. The deslrability -
of initieting the Gcvelopment of this vdssile $5 shared by the Alr Staff. Eovever,
maremtomyfmeawithuepmblmorcomﬂngthenemrmmtor Dsfense that
whe ballistic trajectory is the best mpproech, but we ore faced withk the problen of
providing sufficient fumds durinz the FY 1951 period.

2. The ettached proposed response to General Pover's letters reports that tbe Air
Force eny be forced by limited fuonds to Pursu2 an Advanced Air-to-Surfece Missile
under the category of an Advenced Developnent Program.

RECOURISNDATION -

3. It is recommendsd that the attached proposed letter to Generel Power be sigped.
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l. Prcposed ltr to
B. K. LAWRENCE, Colomel, USAF Gen Fover (5)
Deputy Director of 2. Ltr to Gen Vhite

Research & Dovelopzent, DUS/D
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Dear Tommny:

I am quite in accord with your views on the necessity
for developing the GAM-87A in a timely manner. I agree
that this weapon system promises to increase the effective-
negs of the B~-32 and to extend its military life. It is
important to do both of these things since the B~52's will
represent the major portion of our bomber force as well as
our largest capital investment in manned aircraft. My
views are known and supported by the Air Staff.

We do have two difficult problem areas. We have not
yet convinced the Department of Defense that we have a
valid requirement for both the ALBM and the Hound Dog; and
we have, as you know, serious funding problems.

¥We have a good military case for the ALBM. In this
connection I have directed DCS/Operations and DCS/Develop-
ment to concentrate on sclving this problem.

As far as funding is concerned, we cannot do this
fully without giving up something else. The Air Staff has
the problem under study now and are scheduled to make an
early report. It is possible that money shortage may force
the ALBM into the Advanced Development category with work
limited to booster, guidance and other component projects.
Obviously, this is not our recommended approach but ig a
reality which the Air Force may have to face. 1Its one ad-
vantage is that it keeps the program alive and will permit
a go-ahead to be given, without undue loss of time, at any
future date.

The facts and comments contained in your lefters
relative to the delays iii the GAM-874 Rocket Powered ASM
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Program have contributed much to our discussicns with the
Departinent of Defense on thie metter. I am confident that
in time our continuous and concerted efforts to get on with
the GAM-87A will prove succensful. PMoreover, it is my hope
that the GAM-87A, along with other concrete examples, will
gerve to point up the need for returning to the military
services the responsibility for determining operational
requirements as well as the selection of contractors and
the required Weapon System Management.

Sincerely,
ConliS B, Leroy

General Thomas S. Power Eroel US A 7 -
Coxnander-in-Chief Vior (L0 ¢f rie
Strategic Air Comamand
Offutt Air Force Base
Qnzha, Rebraska
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Gengral Thomas D, Vhite
Chiel of Staff, WAT
casnhington 25, DW.T,.

Dear Towmryy

I am very concerned over the deleys in the G874 Rocket Poucred
AUH progzime I have boen inforicd thet unless funds ore relcased,

developament will be stopped completely on 30 Septesber. (3)

The Rochet Powered ASM wos selected to satiefy a definite nilitary
reguiresent, In order to deter en attack and prevail sgainst the
cnueoy, we must threaten bin with agsoult froo all directions, ot

loe &xd high eltitude, ond theoush verticel ballictic micsile tree
Jectorice. To do this we need & cocposite force which s relstively
scoure and eble to retalistc qulickly end decisively under positive
control, £)

GAif~D74 1 om essential element of a composite force, It ban a
cignificant specd advantage over ony potenticsl earrier, ond cen
saften defenses not only far its oun corrier but for other bashers
well chend of the relecse poiut. The missile's short £light time
will enable us to cotch mare of the enemy's force on the ground.
Epced, eltitude, and the sbility to sppronch cmnis~directioanlly
make it practicelly favulnersble to the encoy, sud will foree hinm
to develop ¢ costly new defense system, Present intellipgence
indicates that even 1f he achieves en operationsl anti-ITR, its
probability of killing the GA-374 will be 4n the arder of only -
55 by 1970. (S)

L have received wnofficinl reports thet & recent cost effectivences
stwdy favors an imroved Howmd Doz over GAeS74s I would like to
emphacice that a leng ranzc i:mnd Dog will not eatisfy our require=
ment for o follaweon minsile to the GA »77, Such a wode! $rprovement
operating et the sxaxe specds ond altitudes as Nouwd Bog will be ot
lcost as vulnerebie oo Hound Dog by the post-1963 time perisd, The
Crlw?] progran mast certalnly be contincod €0 fnsure & current ASH
copabllity while GumB74 o wnder developmmt, FExicver, we ghould
strive for GAM=87A a5 early os possible far wse on the BeS52, with
later adaptetion to the D70 and CAYL. Adequate funding from 1
Octaober 1957 will permit us to equip D-5I2s at relstively emil cost,
sinze we con provision eppraicutely 11 squodrens fn cwrrently
rograsxd modificotist linos, [ach conthis d,oiay will cost us one
of thoese gquodvons, cncreasiwrate sovings, ond a eccond
. for G374 capability. <)
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SECRET-

In suwwasry, the Bocket Powered ASM promises us great styateglc gains
at relotively low cost, and I consider it an essential addition to

our coposite force. Your aid s requested in getting this program
funded for immedlate end continued develepment,  (S)

This letter 1o classifiod Sceret beocouse it diccusses dcvelo;:mmt of
o futire weapons oystems (U)

Sincerely

TiMAE Se POIER
Goneral, USAF
Comuonder $n Chief
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